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EDITOR’S LETTER

I

f any you can’t believe that 2017 is already upon us, don’t worry
you’re not alone! It seems like just yesterday we were wrapping up
our 2016 banquet and looking forward to what the rest of the year
had in store for us.
For those of us on the Board, this time of year means one thing, its
Banquet Season. We are excited and confident that the 2017 Annual
Banquet will be our best one yet. We are moving locations to the Boise
Centre on the Grove so we can accommodate more guests while providing a comfortable atmosphere for all of you! We have been hard at
work looking for donations and volunteers to provide our guests with
a first-class event and based on our current commitments it is looking
very promising.
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To our valued life members, we will be raffling off an Alberta Rocky
Mountain Bighorn Sheep Hunt. In addition, we are selling 500 raffle
tickets for a Fannin Sheep and the lucky winner will be drawn at the
banquet. We have enclosed some information on both hunts along
with our banquet registration form. The past two years we have sold
out so if you are interested in coming get registered early as you won’t
want to miss it!
In addition to our banquet prep, we have been working hard to provide our members with a revitalized newsletter. We have some great
stories about successful ventures into Sheep country this past fall. If
you’re like me, it’s these stories that fuel my passion for our conservation efforts for wild sheep. As you will read, each one of these hunts
has made a lifelong impact on the individuals and that is what hunting
is all about. We would love to hear from you, our members, by sharing
your successes, trials, and triumphs in the field. Although we are an
organization focused on wild sheep we will not discriminate if you
would like to share some stories of your hunts this past fall, regardless
of species.
From all of us on the board we would like to wish you a Happy and
Safe 2017 and we hope to see you at our banquet!

Zach Higgins

managing editor
Idaho WSF President Elect
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LIFE MEMBERS

R A F F L E
presented by the

DONATED BY SELK’S ALBERTA BIGHORNS
All Life Members present at the April 1, 2017 Idaho WSF Banquet* will be
entered to win a Rocky Mountain Bighorn Sheep Hunt! Hunt dates are
October 2-15, 2017 in Alberta, Canada. Thirteen days of hunting, plus a day
in and out by horseback. The age class ranges from seven years to eleven,
with an average length of 36 inches and a score of 165. Client will be picked
up and returned to the Edmonton airport and is responsible for license, tag
and shipping expenses.
HERE IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUR EXCURSION AND HUNT OF
A LIFETIME IN BEAUTIFUL ALBERTA. DO NOT PASS THIS ONE UP!
*Must be present to win

Idaho Wild Sheep Foundation
32nd Annual Banquet &
Fundraiser
April 1, 2017
Boise Centre, Boise
4:00 PM ~ Doors open for afternoon activities/ Social
6:00 PM ~ Dinner/ Program/ Live & Silent Auction

Putting Wild Sheep on Idaho’s Mountains
Taxidermy Exhibits ~ Share your hunting photos ~ Guest speaker is Dan Adler
Purchase 2017 Bighorn Lottery Tickets!
Life Member Raffle for 14-day Rocky Mountain Bighorn Sheep Hunt
Some Auction Items include: Dall Sheep Hunt, Sheep Hunter Camp, Shilo Sharps
45-70 rifle, guns, scopes, optics, artwork, packs, camping equipment, etc.

14-Day Rocky Mountain Bighorn Sheep Hunt
ALL LIFE MEMBERS PRESENT WILL BE ENTERED TO WIN A ROCKY
MOUNTAIN BIGHORN SHEEP HUNT IN ALBERTA, CANADA.
Hunt Dates are October 2-15, 2017. Dontated by Selk’s Alberta Bighorns

Guest Speaker Dan Adler
Outfitter, Guide/Professional Hunter, TV Personality & Author
Dan is the owner of Diamond Outfitters of Arizona and a TV
co-host for The Best of the West on The Outdoor Channel. Dan
is a veteran Captain of the United States Air Force and graduate of the University of Arizona. An accomplished archer and
rifleman, Dan has harvested elk, mule deer, coues deer, eastern
whitetail, antelope, black bear, grizzly bear, turkey (Easter,
Rio’s, and Merriam’s), javelina, wild boar, alligator, Asian
water buffalo, axis deer, Sika deer, Stone Sheep (Ireland), Ibex,
exotics, and more. Dan’s hunting expeditions encompass Arizona, Alaska, Illinois, Kansas,
California, Colorado, Wyoming, Texas, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, Virginia, New
Mexico, Ireland, and South Africa.

Fannin Sheep Hunt Raffle in the Yukon
Need not be present to win. Tickets on Sale now!!
Youth Camp
Saturday, April 1, 2017
10 am to 3 pm
Cost is FREE

Hotel Informatin
WSF Romm Blocks Reserved at:
The Grove Hotel - 1-888-961-5000 by March 10, 2017
The Hampton Inn - 1-208-331-1900 by March 14, 2017

Adult ticket pricing includes dinner and 2 drink tickets. Youth ticket pricing includes dinner. You may also
register online at www.idahowildsheep.org

[

] $90

ID WSF Member (Includes 2017 membership renewal)

[

] $90

Adult Non-Member

[
[

[

[

] $65
] $65

] $25

ID WSF Life Member
Guest of Member

Youth (17 and under)

] $ 1,200 Table Sponsorship (includes 10 tickets). Table sponsors will be listed on programs and advertising.
If you want to remain anonymous, please check here [ ]

Table/Sponsor Name (name you want listed on materials): _______________________________________________________________________________
Please use additional sheet of paper to list 10 names of attendees at your table or email names to trowley@amsidaho.com.
Names must be submitted 5 days prior to banquet to be included in pre-printed name badges and bid numbers. Seats given
to paid attendees at banquet or 7 days in advance of banquet are not eligible for individual refunds.

Name of new, renewing or life member: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Guest(s) names: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Youth name(s):_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing address: __________________________________________________ City/State/Zip: ________________________________________

Email address: _______________________________________________________ Phone: _______________________________________________
Total Amount Due: $ ____________________
[

] I have enclosed a check or money order

[ ] I will pay with a credit card ONLINE at www.idahowildsheep.org. Click the yellow ‘pay invoice’ button and
follow instructions. Date online payment made: _______________ Name on payment: __________________________________
Please call us with any questions! 208-345-6171

[

] I want to upgrade my membership or join as a LIFE member for $500 and be eligible for the life drawing.

[

] I will not be able to make the banquet, but please renew my annual membership for the 2017 year for $35.

[

] I will not be able to make the banquet, but would like to join at the 3 year rate for 2017-2020 for $95.
] I will not be able to make the banquet, but would like to join as a LIFE member for $500.

[

] I would like to bring a mounted sheep to display, please contact me at the phone number listed above.

[

[

] I will not be able to make the banquet but included is a donation to keep up the Idaho WSF work.

Please return the completed form:

BY MAIL: ID WSF, P.O. Box 8224, Boise ID, 83707 ~ BY EMAIL: trowley@amsidaho.com ~ BY FAX: 208-321-

4819

12 day Fannin Sheep Hunt with Midnight Sun Outfitters in Yukon, Canada. Hunt
dates are August 10—August 21, 2017. Includes Fannin/Dall/Stone sheep—
whichever color phase is encountered plus mountain caribou and wolverine/
wolves. Winner can add more days for $1,000 per day if desired and grizzly bear
are a $7,500 trophy fee. Winner responsible for air charter, tags, permits and gratuities. Need not be present to win. Drawing will be held at the Idaho WSF Banquet, April 1, 2017. Donated by The Young Family. This hunt can be transferred
or sold from winner, with approval of Idaho WSF BOD.
Only 500 tickets will be sold!

2017 - 12 day Fannin Sheep Hunt

RAFFLE
ENTRY FORM

Name: ____________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________________
Tickets:
_______ 1 ticket $100
_______ 6 tickets $500
No limit to number purchased
Payment:
___Credit Card __________________________________ Exp Date: ___________
Credit card entries can be faxed to 208-321-4819, emailed to trowley@amsidaho.com, or mailed.
___Checks with entry form can be mailed to Idaho WSF, P.O. Box 8224, Boise, ID, 83707
Idaho Wild Sheep Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 8224
Boise, ID 83707
www.idahowildsheep.org
208-345-6171
Find us on Facebook at Idaho Wild Sheep Foundation

president’s address

“
S
M

The mission of Idaho Wild Sheep Foundation is to enhance wild sheep populations in Idaho, and with partners in
adjacent states, for public enjoyment, education, and fair chase hunting; to promote professional wildlife management,
and protect sportsmen’s rights.

”

uccinct and to the point, or one would think so. Every few years anF event comes along that creates such
a furor and fragmented viewpoint it serves to do nothing other than dilute the stated objective above.
Without getting into too much detail, the issue surrounding Doug Sayer, as disclosed by the Idaho Wildlife
Federation, through a Freedom of Information Act (FOYA) request, revealed e-mails and communications sent
by Mr. Sayer to various parties (google the subject for more in depth details).
any members of our chapter contacted myself and other Idaho WSF board members to express their
opinions on the matter. They felt that due to the fact Mr. Sayer sits on the Board of Directors for the
National WSF, it was wrong of him to come out publicly with his personal expressions about auction
tags and retention of Fish and Game Commissioners and Department staff. Many others, when solicited for an
opinion, thought Mr. Sayer was entitled to express his opinion, regardless of his position on the National BOD.
The Idaho WSF, through an e-mail to our membership, clarified that Idaho WSF had no knowledge or involvement in the actions or recommendations of Mr. Sayer. In order to help resolve the different opinions on the
subject, Idaho WSF requested an ethics review of the bylaws and ethics codes by the National WSF to determine
if a violation had occurred. After an intensive review of the current bylaws by the ethics committee, they and the
full BOD determined that, “no bylaws had been violated and Mr. Sayer’s actions were that of a private citizen.”
A proactive recommendation from that review process was to strengthen the bylaw language to more clearly define what constitutes a violation and the acceptable latitude of a BOD member. Regardless, the debate by some
members is still active on the subject and continues to pull all of us away from the primary purpose of managing
wild sheep for viable and sustainable populations. We need to move on.

T

he Idaho WSF will focus on the annual banquet to raise funds and continue our efforts to help provide
separation between bighorn and domestic sheep on public lands, support research in better understanding the pathogens involved in this deadly association between the two species, and to educate our public
about the low populations of bighorn sheep in Idaho. To accomplish the fundraising required to drive those objectives, we invite hunters and bighorn advocates to come support our annual banquet on April 1st, 2017 at the
Boise Centre on the Grove. We have moved the venue to this larger facility to accommodate more supporters
and more room for additional exhibits. With the consternation among various wild sheep supporters, it is time
for everyone to put their personal differences aside and focus on this all-important effort to raise funds to fuel
our projects and efforts for wild sheep in Idaho. Let’s keep our eyes on the ball and not make Idaho’s bighorn a
larger victim as a result of our inaction. Now, more than ever, Idaho WSF needs sponsors, donors and members
to help promote and support this fundraising effort. If interested in becoming a sponsor or donor, please contact our support office at 208-345-6171.

JIM JEFFRESS

Idaho WSF President
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under the
midnight sun

A Father-Daughter Dall Hunt
I had hunted Alaska and discovered something only
fellow sheep hunters know. I had experienced
grit, perseverance, shale, bushwhacking,
river crossing, and getting up one more
day to do what it takes to find and
stalk a legal ram. We shared
the honorary title
SHEEP HUNTER.

M
10
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by Erika Putnam

y father, Dave Putnam, has a gesture that means
something is wrong or he is deep contemplation, he brings his hand to his mouth and bites
the back of his thumb. It was at the February 2016 Idaho
FNAWS banquet in Boise, Idaho when I returned from the
other room that I found him sitting at our table with an
overwhelming look as he made his signature gesture. I was
immediately concerned. Worry soon turned to elation as the
folks around us shared with me that he had just won the Ida-

ho FNAWS raffle for a dall sheep hunt donated by Midnight
Sun Safari Outfitters in Healy, Alaska. He had purchased and
held the very first ticket sold and it was the winner. No wonder he was shocked, speechless, and I think, choking back a
manly tear.
After three long days of thinking, my dad finally said to me
“Erika, if you want, you can go on this sheep hunt, otherwise
I am going to donate it back.” It only took me one breath to
say, “That’s super generous dad to consider donating it back
but…yea… I really want to go!” My father had taken a dall
sheep over 20 years ago and at 76 years old, he wasn’t sure
how he would handle the demand of a 10-day hunt.

I have been putting in for a
sheep hunt in Idaho for over
twenty years and not drawn
a tag.
I have been attending the national and state FNAWS banquets with my dad since I was 14 years old. I got misty eyed
when I drove through Zions National Park three years ago
and saw sheep. I heard the words in my head “putting sheep
on the mountain” like it was the language of my heritage.
This was finally going to be my chance to hunt sheep, and
even better, hunt sheep with my dad. I knew that to be with
my dad, engaged in something he loves and cares about, was
the chance of a lifetime.
We set out for Healy, Alaska on August 19, 2016. After a
15-day extended hunt, I walked into camp and from around
the corner came my dad. His gun was slung over his shoulder and as he walked towards me he was waiting for me to
smile or show some sign of success. I enthusiastically gave
him the thumbs-up and a tired smirk and he started jumping
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and skipping toward me, jigging with as much excitement
as a Labrador puppy. We had a big rifle to rifle hugging
fest. Success! I had joined his kind. I had hunted Alaska and
discovered something only fellow sheep hunters know. I had
experienced grit, perseverance, shale, bushwhacking, river
crossing, and getting up one more day to do what it takes
to find and stalk a legal ram. We shared the honorary title
“sheep hunter”.
Coke and JoAnn Wallace were the generous donors of our
hunt. I can’t thank them enough for their hospitality, encouragement, quality guides, and heart for their hunters. When I
came back to camp with my head hanging on day ten, they
had already decided I would be on a plane out to another
camp in the morning, graciously extending my hunt five
more days

The best part of our trip was
seeing rams every day.
The most ridiculous part of our trip was wearing every awesome piece of Kryptek gear I had to bed because my sleeping gear was inadequate. The hardest part of the hunt was
riding out of camp on horseback with my guides on day 8
and looking back waving goodbye to my dad while he stayed
in camp. I saw him standing there, biting his thumb, and this
time it was me choking back the tears. The hunt went from a
father-daughter experience to solely my first hunt without my
dad. It upped the ante in every way. And, for the first time
I could really know what hunting meant to me alone. This
hunt and experience was the winning gift of a lifetime! Buy
yourself a ticket this year or book with the Wallace’s. Rams,
Bears, Moose galore! Way to go ticket #1!

MASTER GUIDE COKE WALLACE
907.683.4868
HEALY, ALASKA
WWW.MIDNIGHTSUNSAFARIS.COM
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IDAHO BIGHORN SHEEP RAFFLE
2015 Bighorn
raffle winner
Blake Kelley
Unit 37

GUIDELINES
♦ The 2017 Lottery Tag shall be valid for
use in any open controlled bighorn hunt,
except Unit 11.
♦ Applicants must be eligible to purchase a
hunting license in Idaho in order to obtain
these special tickets.
♦ Applicants must be at least 18 years old
to purchase a lottery ticket.
♦ Void where prohibited.

2016 Bighorn
raffle winner
Matt Hansen
Unit 11

♦ This tag is non-transferrable. No purchase necessary. Hunting license and tag
will be provided to winner.
♦ Drawing will be conducted at 2:00 p.m.
MDT, on Wednesday July 26th at the
Idaho Department of Fish & Game
Headquarters.
♦ Once-in-a-lifetime rule is waived for
this raffle tag.
♦ Need not be present to win.
♦ Additional rules apply.

Idaho Wild Sheep Foundation is a 501(c) 3 nonprofit organization. Funds from the Idaho Bighorn Sheep Raffle are used for the benefit
and enhancement of bighorn sheep in Idaho. This form is also available on Idaho Chapter’s website www.idahowildsheep.org.

Receipt
Tickets are not sent to buyer.
Keep this stub for your
records.
Date ___________________
Amount ________________
Payment method _________
No. of tickets ____________
Drawing to be held on
Wednesday, July 26th.
Winner will be notified
by phone.
Idaho Wild Sheep Foundation
PO Box 8224
Boise, ID 83707
208-345-6171
www.idahowildsheep.org

Idaho 2017 Bighorn Sheep Ticket Order Form
No limit to number of tickets purchased per individual. Tickets are non-transferrable.
One individual per order form. This form may be copied. No telephone orders. No website orders.

1 ticket $20 each
6 tickets for $100
14 tickets for $166.75
25 tickets for $250

# tickets _____ = $ _____ total
# tickets _____ = $ _____ total
# tickets _____ = $ _____ total
# tickets _____ = $ _____ total

Payment can be accepted by check or credit card. Mail form and payment to: Idaho WSF,
PO Box 8224, Boise, ID 83707. Credit card orders can be faxed to 208-321-4819 or
mailed.

Credit card (Visa, MC, AMEX accepted) #__________________________________ Exp. _____
Check # ______________
Signature __________________________________________
Please print clearly (all required)

Name ____________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip_______________________________________________________
Telephone (including area code) ________________________________________
TICKET ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY MONDAY JULY 24, 2017

idaho unit 41 draw
A Hunt in the Idaho Owyhees
by Jay Weaver

F

irst, I have to give credit to my
wonderful wife who encouraged
me to put in for a tag and kept
telling me ‘next time’ when I came home
empty handed.
I have been hunting in Idaho my entire
life and dreamed of this hunt since the
beginning. Over the years I have put
in for a sheep tag in Unit 41 with no
success. I resigned myself to it never
happening and was happy to continue
with the mule deer, antelope, and elk I
did draw for.

This year it seemed the signs to try for
a sheep again were all around me. From
the photo of a big horn I took in Hells
Canyon being the first thing I saw in
the morning and other sheep reminders
popping up all around me. Jokingly, I
told my wife I should try again and she
said to go for it then kept asking me if I
had. That prompting was what I needed. During the wait until the day of the
draw I continued to have sheep images pop up at unexpected times and in
unexpected places. Still, you could have
knocked me over with a tap when the
results were posted and there it was —

CONGRATULATIONS
YOU DREW
with my name staring at me from the
screen. I had to have Betty go in and
read it to make it real! Now the task of
planning and scouting occupied all my
waking hours.
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To be honest, scouting was a bit discouraging. In 30 years of hunting that area
for various other game I don’t remember not having seen sheep. This time,
nothing was spotted at all except for a
possible group of sheep on the other
side of the canyon so far away it was
hard to even confirm they actually were
sheep at all. I spent several more days
scouting with still no luck spotting sheep
and began asking where the sheep gods
were hiding everybody!

not shoot one without me!” I told him I
would try not to.

The day started out great when I located
a radio collared ewe and with her a
second ewe and two lambs. I enjoyed
watching them feed for several hours
then took one of the wonderful midday
naps that only seem to happen on hunting trips. When I went back out I had a
gut feeling to go back to the location of
the morning’s sighting. I strolled down
to the rim to glass for the evening. I
Finally, opening day and I thought I had didn’t really expect to see anything, but it
packed and prepared for all weather – all was a great location to enjoy the scenery
but the rain that came after months of
if nothing else. There was a small hill
clear blue skies. Normally I enjoy listen- between the truck and the rim and as I
ing to the rain hit the truck shell, but not paused briefly at the top I looked down
this time. I spent the morning glassing
and there was the most beautiful thing
and then decided to hike down into the I’ve ever seen —
canyon. I began hiking in and got caught
in another rain storm. I watched it rain
while remaining dry under a rock overhang then witnessed a stunning rainbow
appear in the canyon as the rain finally
subsided! Another two days followed
and still no sheep.
The next weekend the weather was
warm and clear. It was also the first
sheep sighting, a single ewe and nothing
else. Finally, I started to see sheep and
had the pleasure of watching a herd
of 23 only 200 yards away. I spent an
enjoyable two hours watching them; it
was unforgettable even with no rams
in sight. Where are the rams? became
my mantra. The following weekend I
hunted alone because my best friend
had to work. He joked, “You had better

IDAHOWILDSHEEP.ORG / WINTER 2017

FOUR RAMS
IN THE DRAW
AND I WAS IN
THE PERFECT
LOCATION!

I ducked down while backing off to
begin the 30 minute game of cat and
mouse. When they disappeared from
sight I stood up over a small draw and
was busted! They were as surprised
to see me as I was to see them, just 80
yards in front of me. I raised my Ruger
Express 30/06 and committed hunting’s cardinal sin — I overthought it
it. As I squeezed the trigger they were

“ THE RAMS TURNED UP A DRAW
AT A DEAD RUN ABOUT 200
YARDS FROM ME
PURE INSTINCT
TOOK OVER.”

15

off, resulting in a clean miss. That was
when all those years of hunting fast-flying birds and rabbits at a full run paid
off. The rams turned up a draw at a
dead run about 200 yards from me and
pure instinct took over. Rifle up, sight
picture right, focused on the ram with
the most mass and BOOM. I fired and
then I heard the thud. I didn’t see him
go down (stupid corner), but I knew he
was hit as the sound is unmistakable. I
ran up the hill as fast as these old legs
could go and watched three sheep go
over the ridge. Where was the fourth?
When I rounded the corner there he
was. I knew that my dream of a lifetime
was complete seeing my ram lying in a
gentle swale.
I admired the old warrior and took
photos, then began the real work, field
dressing the ram. As I worked, it hit me
that I was using a Damascus knife I had
made myself and it worked beautifully.
After finishing, I began the hike back
to my truck and spied the 3 other rams.
They were standing less than 100 yards
in front of the truck! They stood there
looking at the truck for over 10 minutes
I just shook my head and laughed —
what a way to end a lifelong dream.

COME FLY WITH US!

SUNDANCE

TAXIDERMY SPECIALISTS
Custom Taxidermy

Bob & Jeannie Ulshafer

BACKCOUNTRY, CITY-TO-CITY, AND
SCENIC FLIGHTS
sawtoothflyingservice.com | 208-342-7888

TAXIDERMIST • ARTIST

p: 208-376-6330 • c: 208-863-8376
3104 Leslie Drive • Meridian, ID 83646
ulshafersundance@gmail.com

BIG GAME OF THE WORLD

WHERE IDAHO HUNTERS GATHER
The treasure valley’s

#1 source for:
eberlestock
kryptek
first lite
zamberlin
bullets and powder
nightforce
vortex
leupold
10870 W Fairview Ave, Boise, ID 83713 | (208) 376-0401 | shootersbench208.com

Les Schwab Tire Centers are proud to
support the Idaho Wild Sheep Foundation

48 IDAHO LOCATIONS
TO SERVE YOU!
OVER 470 STORES
THROUGHOUT THE WEST

www.LesSchwab.com

Kryptek Altitude in the
mountains of Azerbaijan
18
18
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Q&A
The

KRYPTEK ALTITUDE

I

f you haven’t heard of Kryptek
yet, it’s time you learned about this
innovative, in-your-face brand. Not
only are they a veteran-owned company,
but they are based right here in Eagle,
ID. With a unique take on camouflauge,
co-founders, Josh Cleghorn & Butch
Whiting, are committed to providing
hunters everywhere the best gear and
the best service in the industry. In 2017,
they sat down to talk to me about their
launching of what could be the perfect
gear for the avid sheep hunter. They call
it Kryptek Altitude.
Why did you design Kryptek Altitude? We wanted to utilize the best
fabrics in the outdoor mountaineering
market, and specifically Schoeller® fabric from Switzerland. Their fabrics and
technologies are the premium blend of
both performance and durability, which
is what the sheep hunter truly needs. We
are the only pure “hunting” brand that
Schoeller® is working with.

What was your field testing
process? The past two years we have
hunted with our new Altitude line all
over the world in very extreme and
austere environments...This has included two separate Argali hunts in Mongolia, sheep hunts on Tiberon Island,
Dagistan Tur hunts in Azerbaijan, as
well as Idaho, Colorado, and Nevada. It
has been extensively tested on numerous sheep hunts in the Northwest Territories by Clay Lancaster of Lancaster
Family Hunting and I am sure he would
be happy to speak to any Idaho hunters
about how it has performed for him

Interview by Zach Higgins

personally, especially if they are booking
a hunt with him!
Is it 100% waterproof or do you
have a rain gear shell? Yes we have
a 100% Waterproof Jacket and pant…
100% waterproof laminate rated at
19,500mm H2O. This means you get
maximum protection in wet conditions.
In addition, we added Schoeller®
C-Change® technology which reacts to
your body’s activity levels to ensure a
pleasant body climate. The technology
in this jacket is able to react to changing
temperatures and moisture levels by
means of an advanced polymer fabric
structure. The structure contracts at
periods of LOW activity levels keeping
you warm and dry while expanding at
periods of HIGH activity levels, allowing moisture vapor to be released to the
outside air. This rain gear is truly on the
forefront of fabric technology.
What’s the difference between
Altitude and Kryptek’s Highlander line? The first most obvious
difference is the actual patterns themselves…The Macro and Micro structure
in the Altitude pattern is exactly the
same as the extensively government
tested Highlander pattern, but we have
used grays and greens that are often
found above treeline. Also, the camo
pattern printed on our Altitude line uses
a wet print process for all pieces, and is
printed in Germany. The next major
difference is the extremely advanced
fabrics from Schoeller® that I have
already mentioned…Probably the most
major difference is price. The Kryptek

Altitude line is very expensive compared
to our Highlander line because the fabrics and technology used are extremely
expensive.
How is Altitude beneficial for the
Idaho [sheep] hunter? If someone wants the best, this is it! You will
be able to stay on the mountain longer
and be more comfortable, regardless of
what Mother Nature does...So I guess
that translates into better odds of filling
your tag.
What distinguishes Altitude
from Kuiu and Sitka? Our Highlander line already competes with these
brands...Altitude is in a class all on its
own, especially in the hunting market! I
think the primary difference is going to
go back to the superior fabrics and that
durability meets performance with the
proven Schoeller® technologies.
Where can you get Altitude
gear? You can find Altitude exclusively
on our website, https://www.kryptek.
com/altitude.
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beginner’s luck ON

THE shadow ram
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“I HAD SEEN SHEEP
MANY TIMES AND
SPOTTED SOME
VERY NICE RAMS,
BUT THERE WAS A
DIFFERENT FEELING
OF ACTUALLY BEING
ABLE TO HUNT THEM
THIS TIME.”

E

by Matt Hansen

very hunter it seems, at least in the Western States,
has to deal with the frustration of the various state
lotteries. Thus, I was again frustrated from lack of
drawing out in Arizona and my home state of Idaho when
I found out in the middle of May that I was not successful
for applying for moose. At the time it looked like it would
be general hunts only for me this year. A couple weeks later
I received my reimbursement check in the mail. Along with
that check was information about the Idaho Big Horn Sheep
raffle from the Idaho Wild Sheep Foundation. I will be honest, I had no idea we even had a raffle in Idaho (FNAWS). I
had seen information about raffles in other states before, but
never here. My dad and I discussed it and thought what could
it hurt? We went back and forth on it and finally decided at
the last second to go ahead and put in.

I DA HO WI LD SHEEP
FOUNDATION LOTTERY
WINNER SCORES BIG

We both agreed that we had no chance at all in drawing,
but you can’t win if you don’t play. Weeks went by and the
day of the raffle draw arrived, July 27th. I remember when
I woke up that day and I had the thought that something is
going to happen today. When I got to work that morning I
remembered that today was the sheep lottery draw. I had read
that the draw would be held at 2:00 P.M. I did my regular
routine for the day and by the time the drawing rolled around
I had kind of put it out of my mind. A few minutes after
2:00 P.M. I happened to glance down at my phone and there
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was a call coming in from Reno, Nevada. I thought, there is no
way this is happening...it has to be some wrong number. Nevertheless,
I had the most anxious feeling and I could hardly speak. I
answered the phone and the man on the other end said, “Is
this Matt Hansen? This is Jim Jeffress with the Idaho Wild
Sheep Foundation.”

hunt him, and we decided to zero in on him and watch him
till he made a mistake and moved to a place where we had
permission. Wednesday morning we could not find the ram.
It drove me nuts. We glassed all morning looking for him and
couldn’t find him. Around 11 A.M., Brian, the guide that was
with me, broke the silence with, “THERE HE IS!”

I couldn’t believe what I was hearing — I had won the tag!
A coworker was with me when I got the call and I am sure he
thought I lost my mind because of how excited I was. I went
over and told my Dad and he couldn’t believe it; heck, I still
couldn’t believe it! I have wanted to hunt sheep very badly
and I now had the opportunity to do it in my home state!
Not only had I drawn the raffle tag, but it was also the year
Unit 11 was included in the hunt, which is a very sought after
area in northern Idaho, just outside of Lewiston.

I immediately was excited that we had found him again, but
as we looked closer it was just two smaller rams lying next to
each other. We were both were really disappointed we had
not been able to glass him up. We decided to get our gear
and move down to a different vantage point. We set up with
our spotting scopes and were chatting away about hunting. I
moved my Vortex spotting scope around and just happened
to land right where the ram was. I said to Brian, “I’ve got
him!” He was lying on a cliff looking right in our direction,
so suddenly apparent we couldn’t believe we hadn’t seen
him the whole time. We watched him the rest of the evening. He would disappear suddenly then we would find him
again. Each time we spotted him he was working toward the
property line and we were very excited to see him moving
that way.

After discussing all my options and area merits, we decided Unit 11 was the place to go. My Dad and I decided to
hire Barker Outfitting as my guide. Jon Barker has a great
track record for killing monster rams, and I am very glad we
booked with him.
It was a long month before the opener. All I thought about
was getting on the mountain and glassing for a big ram to
go after. People were sending me pictures of sheep that had
been killed and giving me advice. I spent many days practicing my shooting at the range. I did not want to miss a lifetime
ram when I got him in the crosshairs. I wanted to make sure
I was 100% ready to go when it came time to hunt in the
infamous Hells Canyon. We decided to wait till the end of
September–beginning of October to begin our hunt.
I headed over September 26th to start scouting. We did some
scouting that night and all we saw were lambs and ewes. I
would be lying to you if I said I wasn’t a little bit bummed.
The next day proved to be much better than the first. We
found a group of six rams and one lone ram and we decided
we wanted to look at them closer. We hiked in to look at the
group of six and there were two nice rams in the group. I
had seen sheep many times and spotted some very nice rams,
but there was a different feeling of actually being able to
hunt them this time. We watched them for a few hours to see
what they did throughout the afternoon. When we could no
longer see them we decided to go to an area where the guides
had observed a nice ram during summer scouting. We were
able to glass him up and the second I saw him I knew that
was the ram I wanted to go after. He was everything I had
dreamed of in a ram. He had heavy horns and a full curl. He
knew he was the king of the mountain standing out there. As
always, there was a major setback. The area he was living in at
the moment was all private land and we didn’t have permission to hunt there. He was very close to where we could
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The next morning we got ready just in case he moved onto
the good land. We found him right where he bedded down
the night before. I ranged him at 515 yards from where we
lay watching him. All we could do was watch and wait for
him to work toward us. We literally had no cover where we
were and it was beyond hot for Brian and me. Every once in
a while we would look at each other like what are we doing
out here in this heat? The ram fed out so we could no longer
see him. He finally came into view, but he was headed in the
wrong direction. We were 500 yards from killing a ram of
a lifetime and he decided to go all the way up the draw and
over the ridge out of sight — a very long distance for him
to go in such a short time. We hurried down to the truck to
drive to where we thought we could easily find him again. We
were sorely mistaken. He had disappeared on us. We looked
until dark and couldn’t find him. We nicknamed him Shadow
since he was so difficult for us to find at times.
Friday morning we went to a ridge to glass where we thought
he would be. We found him, but he was very far from where
we needed him. We kept a close watch on him that morning
until I had to run back to town to get another hotel room so
I could stay until Saturday, hoping the shadow ram would be
where we left him. However, he lived up to his name and was
gone. We both glassed for hours from two different angles
and couldn’t find him until finally he turned up headed in the
right direction for us! Brian signaled me indicating he had
found him. I raced up toward where Brian was glassing and
on my way up there he motioned me to go to a different spot
because the Ram had gone over the ridge. I got to the spot

“He and another
ram were just
squaring off
for a fight to
determine who
the king of the
mountain was. I
settled in right
behind the
shoulder, gained
my composure,
looked through
the Nightforce
scope, and let
the 180 grain
Berger bullet fly
from my 7MM.”
and couldn’t find him again. From that point we changed
his name to Turd because of his lack of cooperation. I was
able to glass him up a few hours later. He he was lying down
behind a rock pile where neither of us could easily see him.
We watched him till dark, but he didn’t bed down which was
not typical. We watched him till we could no longer take the
strain on our eyes. The decision was made to come back first
thing in the morning.

bit, but we kept looking. I decided to look in a different area
for him, an area where if he was there we could go after him.
Within five minutes I found a sheep, but I knew immediately
it wasn’t Turd. I continued to look around and went back to
that sheep and there were two more sheep there. I figured
they were the lambs and ewes that had been hanging out in
that area that week. I got my spotting scope on them and
Turd was there!

Saturday we went through the same routine. We parked
where we had the night before to begin glassing. Once again
he was nowhere to be seen. I was starting to think we would
never get this ram on the ground. We kept looking for 20-30
minutes and I saw a white bum, “I have him!”

I said, “Brian, I’ve got him and he’s where we can get him.”
Brian looked at him real quick and said lets go kill him right
now. We grabbed our gear and started up the hill. We took
our time getting up there so I wasn’t tired or out of breath
for the shot. As we walked up the very steep ridge with my
7MM Gunwerks rifle over my shoulder, I kept thinking to
myself, is this really going to happen right now or is he going to pull a
move and shatter my hopes completely? It took us an hour and 15
minutes to to a good spot. We eased over the hill and they
were closer than we thought. We ranged him at 182 yards. I
couldn’t have asked for a better shot on the ram of a lifetime.
After being alone all week he had joined up with two other

He had moved closer to the area that was legal for us to hunt.
Brian and I wanted to be up there and ready just in case he
came over farther toward the property we could hunt. The
way the sheep was standing, the head was up against the
rocks. I thought I better look closer. After a closer look I realized this was not him. Both of us were down on ourselves a

23

rams. With two extra pairs of eyes to be careful of we moved
slowly in for the shot. The rams were fighting a bit as the rut
was just beginning for sheep. I was ready to go and set up for
the shot. All I had to do was wait for him to stand broadside.
He and another ram were just squaring off for a fight to
determine who the king of the mountain was when I settled
in right behind the shoulder, gained my composure, looked
through the Nightforce scope, and let the 180-grain Berger
bullet fly from my 7MM. I didn’t hear the hit like I usually do,
but I was very sure I had hit him. I loaded another bullet in
for a backup. I was about to put another one in him and he
tipped over and didn’t move. I had killed my dream ram in
my home state! Brian and I acted like two little kids because
we had just won the lottery in reality. We had finally got the
best of a ram that had been giving us fits for a whole week. I
felt like I was on cloud nine. We couldn’t get over to him fast
enough. It was a fulfilling feeling being able to get my hands
on his magnificent horns. We worked hard to get him down
and experienced the euphoria of knowing that we did it!
I am very grateful for the chance to fulfill my dream of
hunting a Rocky Mountain Bighorn sheep. I never thought it
would happen in my life. I would like to thank everyone involved in this special experience, friends, family, and my parents; especially my dad for taking me hunting with him and
teaching me how to do it, and most of all for making this
happen. Special thanks to Jon Barker and Brian Johnston for
getting me on such a magnificent animal and also to Mike for
finding him over the summer. If you have a sheep tag, I highly recommend Barker Trophy Hunts. Miracles do happen. I
am sure glad my dad and I decided to take our chances on a
raffle. Beginner’s Luck is a real thing.

RAWHIDE OUTFITTERS
Big Game Hunting • Steelhead & Trout Fishing • Pack Trips

John & Cathy Cranney
208-756-4276
www.rawhideoutfitters.net

THUNDER MOUNTAIN
TENT & CANVAS

thundermountaintentandcanvas.com
208-467-3109
Specializing in custom tents, boat covers,
golf cart covers, bags & backpacks

I mperIal T axIdermy
Preserving Memories Since 1965

llc

(208) 454-9390
idahotaxidermy@msn.com
www.imperialtaxidermy.com

Stop by our Showroom located at
121 Hannibal St.
Caldwell, Idaho
121 Hannibal St.
Caldwell, ID 83605
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moving forward with
bighorn on public lands

A

by Jim Jeffress

s reported in our last newsletter, pathogen or disease transfer from domestic
sheep to bighorn has been clearly established within the scientific community.
The anecdotal instances of bighorn
dying after exposure to domestic sheep
has been well documented over the past 125 years, but only
recently has the disease relationship been firmly established.
Sample collections of domestic sheep and bighorn have
been collected and analyzed all over the Intermountain West
in hopes of finding a way to disrupt the disease process
or find a vaccine. Vaccines have been ruled out, at least
for the immediate future, and other research continues to
determine why some bighorn are affected and some are not.
The research on wild populations and captive wild bighorn
continue to show a degree of hope, but no conclusive paths
have been found or established.
In the interim, the only direct way to manage disease transfer to bighorn populations is to separate the bighorn from
domestic sheep. In order to establish proper distances for
separation, a model was developed by the US Forest Service
to be applied to various habitats on a site specific basis.
This process was developed by the USFS (Payette Division)
in order to create a process where an assessment could be
developed to help make land-use decisions. The USFS
Risk of Contact model (ROC) was utilized in that land-use
process and a few other processes around the West, always
with the domestic sheep industry refuting the validity of
it. Through numerous challenges in the judicial system,
the Ninth Circuit Court recently upheld an earlier ruling
that the ROC process was valid. In 2015, a congressional
appropriations bill provided direction to both the USFS and
BLM to complete Risk of Contact models for their areas
of conflict. Congress also wanted a collaborative process
of all interested parties to be used at various junctures of
assessing the ROC models. In conjunction with that bill,
an additional directive was given to both agencies to report
back in 60 days as to the progress with the collaborative
processes. Those actions by congress in 2015 and pending
language in 2016 validate the disease issue and the need
for the ROC model. For Idaho, the USFS reported that
Idaho WSF and industry wanted to host a “roll out of the
ROC” meeting among interest groups to potentially initiate

a collaborative process. That process was interrupted by
Governor Otter’s office. The Governor did not believe
his office had been looped into the process sufficiently and
in conjunction with Idaho Fish and Game recommended
that two new years of telemetry data be integrated into
the models. In essence, the ROC process, from the public’s perspective, has been delayed and it may take a year
or longer to complete the task. Congress has directed the
models be completed, encouraged collaborative processes,
and requested reports back to congress with updates. Yet,
the state of Idaho, seems to have chosen a different path.
It is important to note that the Idaho Fish and Game had
provided all the previous information for the models before
the Governor took his actions. Updated information will
always be a factor, but that should not slow the initiation of
the ROC model.
Idaho WSF in conjunction with all the WSF chapters and
affiliates will be working to compel the USFS and BLM to
complete the ROC’s and initiate collaborative processes as
they move toward land use decision planning. Moving the
ROC process forward and the allotment of retirements
and/or conversions to other livestock are the viable options
available to bring about meaningful results. We will keep
our membership apprised of the ROC progress in Idaho
and any allotment retirements.
On another note, the topic of public lands being marketed
off for private use continues to be a serious point of conversation. Irrespective of state studies showing Idaho and
other states could not start to manage the public lands from
an economic standpoint; the issue continues to be pushed
at the state and federal level. The privatization of much of
our public lands could become a reality. This is a serious
matter that should not be “left up to others to resolve.” If
you value your freedom to use your public lands at will for
hunting/fishing, camping, hiking, mountain biking, etc. then
this is your issue! Idaho WSF is adamantly opposed to the
transfer of public lands to the states. We encourage all
members to become aware of this counter effort through
the Idaho chapters of Back Country Hunters and Anglers
and the Idaho Wildlife Federation. Both NGO’s have taken
a stance and are coordinating counter efforts.
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by Bruce Mincher
Coughing lamb on winter range, Cinnabar Basin,
MT, Nov. 2014. Photo by author

BETWEEN THE BIGHORN AND A MICROBE
MICROBIOLOGY 101: CLUES TOWARD SOLVING BIGHORN PNEUMONIA
In 1979 an experiment was performed in
which domestic ewes were introduced to
a Washington State enclosure containing
healthy bighorn sheep. [1] Within two
months all the bighorns were dead. At
the same time in California, domestic
sheep grazed along the border of an enclosure containing bighorn sheep were
allowed nose to nose contact,

Within two months,
no live wild sheep
remained.
Researchers speculated that domestic
sheep were resistant to a disease agent
that they could transfer to the wild
sheep. The agent that was thought to
have caused the deaths was a bacterium
at the time called Pasteurella haemolytica,
which has since been recognized to
include several different species (Mannheimia haemolytica, M. glucosida, M. ruminalis and Bibersteinia trehalosi) within the
Pasteurella family. However, since that
time it’s been recognized that wild sheep
sometimes carry all of these microbes in
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lower numbers without ill effect.
Then another bacterium with an important role in bighorn sheep pneumonia
was identified, Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae.
[2] Both Mannheimia haemolytica and Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae have been shown
to trigger fatal pneumonia in healthy
bighorn sheep after inoculation, but unless Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae is present,
Mannheimia haemolytica does not spread
from animal to animal. [3,4]
Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae:
• Is absent from nearly all healthy
bighorn sheep populations
• Has been found in every bighorn
sheep population pneumonia outbreak, including both initial large
die-offs and also lamb pneumonia
outbreaks that may follow for years
afterwards
• Is the first bacterium to invade bighorn sheep lungs when the pneumonia begins
• Is present in nearly all domestic
sheep populations, and can spread
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to bighorn sheep when contact
occurs
Is the only bacterium that spreads
to infect nearly every bighorn sheep
within naturally occurring pneumonia outbreaks

The key role of M. ovipneumoniae was
missed for a long time because the
bacterium is very difficult to grow and
identify in the laboratory and because
by the time infected bighorn sheep start
showing signs of pneumonia, many
other bacteria, including the Pasteurella family bacteria, have invaded the
lungs in high numbers. This is because
Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae acts indirectly,
destroying a critical part of the immune
system of the lungs that normally keeps
the bacteria always present in the throat
and stomach, from invading the lungs.
Both Mannheimia haemolytica and Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae are transferred from
domestic sheep to wild sheep following
contact with domestic sheep.[4,5] The
lungs of bighorn sheep that died of

for more information on the
health of bighorn sheep, visit
bighornhealth.org

Deceased ram, cause of death attributed
to bighorn sheep pneumonia,
Photo found: bighornhealth.org

pneumonia after contact with domestic
sheep have been shown, using unique
DNA sequence markers, to contain
strains of both of these bacteria that
originated in the nose and throat of the
domestic sheep. The results are conclusive and irrefutable. I thought about
calling this short primer Bacteriology for
Dummies, but the reader who has made
it this far is no dummy. But the dummies
who deny this science are still out there.
My personal experience with this unfortunate biology occurred in Montana.
Cinnabar Basin was a great place to view
tremendous rams on winter range from
the roadway. They vied for the attention
of ewes and vented their frustrations on
each other in a place accessible to anyone. It was a true wildlife spectacle. But
in November 2013 a Gardiner resident
decided to keep about a dozen domestic
sheep behind a simple rail fence on his
private ground along the Yellowstone
River, right in the middle of sheep
winter range. A year after I watched
a ram make nose to nose contact with

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

these domestic sheep, Montana Fish,
Wildlife and Parks helicopter surveys
reported that the lamb to ewe ratios
for the Cinnabar Basin area were below
average, at about 26 lambs per 100 ewes.
Domestic sheep-free areas surveyed
inside the Park had double that number
of lambs. In the fall of 2014 I observed
lambs coughing uncontrollably. By
December, Montana Fish, Wildlife and
Parks had issued a news release, “In the
past two weeks FWP staff members
have collected ten dead bighorn sheep- a
mix of rams, lambs and one adult ewe.”
A pneumonia outbreak was in progress.
By March of 2015, 40 percent of the
herd had died. The law, of course, protects the domestic sheep.
The problem has been understood by
some for many years. In 1928, before we
could even identify microbes, George
Bird Grinnell wrote, “It seems possible
that with the importation of domestic
sheep … some diseases new to wild
sheep may have been brought in, and
that these diseases proved to the native

species as fatal as measles, small pox and
whooping cough were to the Indians
when first they were exposed to them.
From the diseases among the domestic
sheep epidemics may have originated
and spread to the wild sheep, and these
may have decimated them … [6]
Almost 90 years later we are still struggling to contain Pasturella and Mycoplasma, while Idaho’s bighorn populations continue to melt away. The law, of
course, currently protects the domestic
sheepIt is up to us to change this and
protect our bighorns.

Almost 90 years
later we are still
struggling to
contain Pasturella
and Mycoplasma,
while Idaho’s
bighorn populations
continue to melt
away.
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January 10, 2017
Dear Member,
We are excited to announce the implementation of a joint membership initiative between the Idaho Wild Sheep Foundation (IWSF) and our conservation partner Wild Sheep Foundation (WSF). The Wild Sheep Foundation enjoys a
membership of 6,500 throughout North America and around the globe. In order to strengthen our ability in the effort
to Put and Keep Sheep on the Mountain™, we are hopeful that this joint membership increases our collective voice.
Sheep do not observe borders and as such we must be vigilant to partner with those that can amplify our voices within
our state, country, and internationally. About 4,000 sheep advocates belong to state or provincial chapters and affiliates,
but do not yet belong to WSF. If the wild sheep community can band together under a common voice for the iconic
species we are so passionate about, our impact for future generations will be so much greater.
Membership with the Idaho Wild Sheep Foundation will now include full membership in the Wild Sheep Foundation
with all WSF membership benefits including voting rights and the quarterly Wild Sheep™ magazine at a discounted rate
on both the IWSF and WSF dues. The Idaho Wild Sheep Foundation will also have a regular column in Wild Sheep™
as well as complimentary advertising to promote IWSF activities, conservation news and events throughout the wild
sheep community.
WSF will provide the IWSF with all membership fulfillment services (online and mailed renewals, remittance processing
of IWSF dues, membership credentials, membership reports, etc.) at NO charge to the IWSF. 100% of the dues for the
IWSF Membership stay in our chapter. This is a synergistic partnership that we feel not only provides great membership
benefits to you, our valued member, but will ultimately enhance Idaho’s bighorn sheep.
WSF is in the process of a complete re-write of a comprehensive and state of the art website and membership service
portal. Estimated launch and release will be late June 2016. Once fully implemented each IWSF member will be able to
access his or her membership though a personal account within a secure cloud database on the WSF website. Members
will be able to check their membership status, update address and contact details and renew their membership seamlessly online.
As a current Idaho Wild Sheep Foundation member in good standing we have enclosed a reduced rate WSF membership application for you to complete and return to initiate our new joint membership. You will receive, with our compliments, the summer issue of WSF’s Wild Sheep™ magazine, but you will need to return the joint application with
payment no later than April 1st to continue to receive Wild Sheep™.
Thank you for your dedication and commitment to Idaho’s bighorn sheep through your membership. We are confident
you will appreciate and enjoy the many benefits of this innovative and synergistic partnership.
Sincerely,

Zach Higgins, Director of Marketing/Membership 		
Idaho Wild Sheep Foundation					

Gray N. Thornton, President & CEO
Wild Sheep Foundation

All membership dues include a $25/year subscription to Wild SheepTM Magazine

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS
ALL PRICES ARE IN U.S. FUNDS

Annual Member, $45
OR Annual Member $40 (plus joint Chapter or Affiliate dues)
Alaska WSF - $10
Idaho WSF - $35
New Mexico WSF - $15
Nevada Student WSF - $10
Yukon WSF - $15
Fraternity of the Desert Bighorn - $20
Rocky Mountain Goat Alliance - $30

Three-Year Membership, $120
(Three year Chapter & Affiliate pricing is available. Call for details.)

Family Membership, $80
International Member, $100
(Non-North American)

Life Membership, $1,000
$750, age 59-64 $500, age over 65
Payment Plans at $100 per month
or $250 per quarter.
(Please send photocopy of proof of age
such as driver’s license.)

Summit Life Membership, $1,500
Upgrade if current Life Member or
$1,500 addition to above Life Member dues
(payment plans available (12 x $125)
(Includes complimentary attendance to
annual Life Member Breakfast for life.)

<1 Club Membership, $25
(For those who have not yet taken
a wild sheep ram.)

<1 iClub Membership, $25
(For those who have not taken an
international wild sheep or goat.)
MUST be a current WSF member to join/renew the <1 Club or <1 iClub

NEW <1 CLUB and <1 iCLUB MEMBERS
PLEASE SELECT A T-SHIRT SIZE.
S

M

L

XL

2XL

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP DUES =

TURN OVER FOR PAYMENT INFORMATION

WHAT WE DO
MISSION STATEMENT

Vision – Our desired future state
To be the best managed, most respected and most
influential conservation organization in the world, for
the benefit of all stakeholders and wild sheep worldwide.
Purpose – Why we exist
To Put and Keep Sheep on the Mountain™
Mission – What we do
We enhance wild sheep populations, promote
scientific wildlife management, educate the public and
youth on sustainable use and the conservation benefits
of hunting while promoting the interests of the hunter
and all stakeholders.
Values – The principles that guide us

Honesty
Integrity
Loyalty
		

Teamwork
Positive Attitude
Respect for Others
Respect for Wildlife

Accountability
Stewardship
Hunting Ethics

Putting & Keeping Sheep on the Mountain Since 1977

412 Pronghorn Trail • Bozeman, MT 59718 • USA
406.404.8750
WildSheepFoundation.org
info@WildSheepFoundation.org
facebook.com/WildSheepFoundation

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Santa Catalina Desert BHS Restoration
AZ G&F Dept

All membership dues include a $25/year subscription to Wild SheepTM Magazine

PAYMENT INFORMATION
ALL PRICES ARE IN U.S. FUNDS
Gender:

Male

Female

Month & Year of Birth:
To serve you better, please indicate any changes
to your address, phone & email address.
Name:
Address:
City:
State/Prov:
Zip/P.Code:

WHO WE ARE

Since forming in 1977, the Wild Sheep Foundation
(WSF) and our North American chapters and affiliates
have raised and expended more than $110 million on
programs benefiting wild sheep, other wildlife and their
crucial habitat. WSF has funded programs throughout
North America, Mexico, Europe, and Asia. These
programs include, but are not limited to, wild sheep
transplants, water development, habitat enhancement,
predator management, disease research, domestic
sheep allotment conversions/retirements, youth and
public education, and sustainable use practices and
initiatives.
Your membership in the Wild Sheep Foundation
will make a difference. Whether you are a hunter/
conservationist, photographer, wildlife advocate, or
wildlife manager, you benefit by knowing that the Wild
Sheep Foundation is working on behalf of the great and
iconic mountain monarchs and those who enjoy them.
By joining the Wild Sheep Foundation today, you will
help ensure that wild sheep remain a lasting legacy
for future generations to enjoy.

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

As a member you receive the acclaimed quarterly
Wild Sheep™ magazine, which keeps you informed
on membership and chapter/affiliate activities, the
annual convention, conservation initiatives and
challenges, hunting stories, technical advice, new
products and news to help you be a better mountain
hunter and conservationist. Your membership also
includes membership credentials, WSF swag, and
regular updates on news important to you as a
mountain hunter and wild sheep enthusiast.

Country:
Phone:
Email:

For Family Membership, <1 Club or <1 iClub use

ANNUAL CONVENTION

The premier mountain hunting celebration of its kind, and THE wild sheep conservation convention, the Wild Sheep
Foundation’s Annual Convention and Exposition is known throughout the world as the Sheep Show™. Held during
Sheep Week™ the event offers world class auctions, more limited and special hunt permits and tags than anywhere on
earth, an exhibit hall with the finest licensed guides and outfitters from around the world, custom firearms, knives,
sporting equipment, wildlife art, world class taxidermy, jewelry, educational & informative seminars, and much, much
more. The Sheep Show™ is THE place for mountain hunters and conservationists to share stories with old and new
friends, learn new tips and techniques, and celebrate the love of the hunt and lofty places with friends, and fellow wild
sheep enthusiasts. There is something for everyone at the Wild Sheep Foundation Annual Convention.

JOINT MEMBERSHIP
CHAPTERS & AFFILIATES

We also invite you to join one or several of our joint-membership Chapters and Affiliates. Membership in WSF enables
you to receive discounted membership with these fine partners. Membership in these joint membership Chapters and
Affiliates also includes a reduced rate of WSF annual membership. WSF salutes our joint-membership Chapters & Affiliates!
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For additional members please call: 406.404.8750
CC#:
Exp. Date:
Security Code:
Signature:

MAIL TO :
Wild Sheep Foundation
		412 Pronghorn Trail
		
Bozeman, MT 59718 USA
MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONS: 406.404.8750
Members of WSF acknowledge that they have read and shall
comply with the Ethics Policy & Procdures of the Foundation in
effect. This and other policies are available on the WSF website.

THE OUTDOORS ARE CALLING.

THE OUTDOORS ARE CALLING.

WHERE WILL YOUWHERE
GO? WILL YOU GO?

-LOCATIONSMERIDIAN
3797 E. FAIRVIEW AVENUE
(208) 884-3000

IDAHO FALLS
2909 S. 25TH E.
(208) 542-1900

TWIN FALLS
1940 BRIDGEVIEW BLVD.
(208) 737-9900

NAMPA
16865 N. MARKET PLACE BLVD.
(208) 468-7600

LEWISTON
2002 THAIN GRADE
(208) 743-2000

POCATELLO
760 YELLOWSTONE AVE
(208) 232-3100

All the brands you know and trust - these and many more.

www.SportsmansWarehouse.com

Call Toll-Free: 1-800-286-3076

WWW.KRYPTEK.COM/ALTITUDE

